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Table 5. Frequencies of cancer among persons 18 years of age and over, by selected characteristics: United States, 1997 

Selected types of cancer1 

All persons Males Females 
18 years 18 years 18 years 
of age of age of age Any Breast Cervical Prostate 

Selected characteristic and over and over and over cancer cancer cancer cancer 

Number in thousands2 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  195,276 93,680 101,596 12,252 2,004 1,120 1,303 

Sex 

Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  93,680 93,680 . . . 5,009 29 . . . 1,303 
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101,596 . . . 101,596 7,243 1,975 1,120 . . . 

Age 

18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  108,391 53,653 54,738 2,164 201 594 4 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54,878 26,556 28,322 3,895 734 349 215 
65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18,170 8,111 10,059 3,164 474 128 456 
75 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,837 5,360 8,477 3,029 596 50 628 

Race and ethnicity3 

White non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146,613 70,511 76,102 10,922 1,708 1,025 1,102 
Black non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21,719 9,643 12,076 662 125 43 132 
Other non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,677 3,711 3,967 231 77 7 29 
Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19,267 9,816 9,451 437 94 46 40 

Poverty status4 

Poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19,915 7,905 12,010 1,037 186 121 70 
Near poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29,968 13,842 16,126 2,207 340 259 224 
Not poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  109,832 55,927 53,906 6,635 992 575 706 

Region 
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39,518 18,600 20,917 2,199 431 134 289 
Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49,249 23,785 25,464 3,005 538 265 310 
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69,408 33,347 36,060 4,595 663 451 464 
West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37,101 17,947 19,154 2,453 372 271 240 

Sex and age 

Male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  53,653 53,653 . . . 580 – . . . 4 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26,556 26,556 . . . 1,483 13 . . . 215 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,471 13,471 . . . 2,947 16 . . . 1,084 

Female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54,738 . . . 54,738 1,584 201 594 . . . 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28,322 . . . 28,322 2,413 720 349 . . . 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18,536 . . . 18,536 3,246 1,053 178 . . . 

Race, ethnicity, and age 

White non-Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76,344 38,086 38,259 1,805 155 532 4 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43,072 20,911 22,161 3,384 570 320 126 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27,197 11,514 15,683 5,733 983 173 972 

Black non-Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,642 6,195 7,447 161 19 28 – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,503 2,435 3,069 266 77 15 56 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,574 1,013 1,561 235 29 – 75 

Other non-Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,941 2,268 2,673 55 19 3 – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,143 1,193 950 109 46 5 29 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  594 249 344 67 12 – – 

Hispanic: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,464 7,104 6,360 143 9 32 – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,159 2,017 2,143 137 41 9 4 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,643 695 949 158 45 4 36 

Race, ethnicity, sex, and age 

White non-Hispanic male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38,086 38,086 . . . 516 – . . . 4 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,911 20,911 . . . 1,285 7 . . . 126 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11,514 11,514 . . . 2,767 16 . . . 972 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 5. Frequencies of cancer among persons 18 years of age and over, by selected characteristics: United States, 1997—Con.


Selected types of cancer1 

All persons Males Females 
18 years 18 years 18 years 
of age of age of age Any Breast Cervical Prostate 

Selected characteristic and over and over and over cancer cancer cancer cancer 

Race, ethnicity, sex, and age—Con. 

White non-Hispanic female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38,259 . . . 38,259 1,289 155 532 . . . 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22,161 . . . 22,161 2,099 562 320 . . . 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,683 . . . 15,683 2,966 967 173 . . . 

Black non-Hispanic male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,195 6,195 . . . 32 – . . . – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,435 2,435 . . . 104 – . . . 56 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,013 1,013 . . . 119 – . . . 75 

Black non-Hispanic female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,447 . . . 7,447 129 19 28 . . . 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,069 . . . 3,069 161 77 15 . . . 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,561 . . . 1,561 116 29 – . . . 

Hispanic male: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,104 7,104 . . . 23 – . . . – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,017 2,017 . . . 38 6 . . . 4 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  695 695 . . . 53 – . . . 36 

Hispanic female: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,360 . . . 6,360 120 9 32 . . . 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,143 . . . 2,143 98 35 9 . . . 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  949 . . . 949 105 45 4 . . . 

Poverty status and age 

Poor: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,982 5,427 7,555 236 23 74 – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,050 1,684 2,366 386 72 32 22 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,883 794 2,089 415 91 15 48 

Near poor: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17,370 8,647 8,723 401 35 127 – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,700 2,516 3,183 447 72 50 29 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,898 2,678 4,220 1,359 232 82 195 

Not poor: 
18–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  61,464 31,330 30,134 1,271 109 326 – 
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  34,531 17,726 16,804 2,303 443 191 122 
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,838 6,871 6,967 3,061 440 58 584 

– Quantity zero. 

. . . Category not applicable. 
1Respondents were asked if they had ever been told by a doctor or other health professional that they had a cancer or a malignancy of any kind. They were then asked to name the kind of cancer 
they had. Persons may be represented in more than one column. 
2Unknowns for the variable of interest are not included in the denominators when calculating percents, nor are they shown in the frequencies (see appendix I for more information). They are, however, 
included in the ‘‘All persons’’ column. Numbers may also be rounded. 
3‘‘Other non-Hispanic’’ includes non-Hispanic persons who identified their race as American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. These categories are too small to show separately. Persons 
of Hispanic origin may be of any race. 
4Poverty status is based on family income and family size using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. ‘‘Poor’’ persons are defined as below the poverty threshold. ‘‘Near poor’’ persons have 
incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold. ‘‘Not poor’’ persons have incomes 200% or greater than the poverty threshold. 


